
together      LEA Convocation 2025           1

LEA
Convocation 
Program 
Guide
St. Louis, Missouri 
October 2-4, 2025



2	 together      LEA Convocation 2025 

RETIREMENT       HEALTH       DISABILITY & SURVIVOR

Ask us how you can
Be Well to Serve Well.
Empowering 110,000+ LCMS workers, retirees 

and their families to be at their best.
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LEA Vision Statement
As blessed by God, Lutheran Education Association 
is the global collaborative community of choice, 
welcoming all educators and workers in ministry.
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WelcomeTogether Again!
Dear Colleague in Ministry:

Welcome to the 15th triennial 
Lutheran Education Association 
Convocation. This event 
is planned for YOU! Every 
experience—from the pre-
Convocation sessions to the 
closing worship—is intended to 
support your ministry. We are 
confident that the wide variety 
of sectionals, plenary sessions, 
exhibits, and social opportunities 
will enhance your calling as we 
come TOGETHER in St. Louis. You 

will also be joining your colleagues and friends 
from around the world to have FUN!

The LEA Convocation reflects the mission of your professional organization: Lutheran 
Education Association links, equips, and affirms educators and workers in ministry for 
the purpose of building up the body of Christ. This includes professional church workers 
serving in a wide spectrum of education ministries, those who volunteer their time and 
talents, educators who continue to serve into retirement years, and students who are 
preparing for education ministry. Whether you are a first-time attendee or a seasoned 
Convocation participant, we are happy to have you with us!

May your experience at the 2025 LEA Convocation be filled with joy and energy. We look 
forward to our continuing journey together following the Convocation as well. Enjoy the 
new insights that you will take from this event as God prepares you each day to grow in 
His grace and love so that you can share it with others.

In Him,

Jonathan C. Laabs, EdD 
LEA Executive Director

2025 LEA Convocation Steering Committee 
LEA Board of Directors 
LEA Staff



together      LEA Convocation 2025           3

Photos of St. Louis

Welcome letter from
BRAD DEAN
President & CEO of Explore St. Louis

On behalf of Explore St. Louis, it is my pleasure to welcome you to St. Louis – the Gateway to the West – 
for the Lutheran Education Association’s 15th Triennial Convocation, taking place October 2-4, 2025. 
We are honored that St. Louis was chosen as the host city for this important gathering, and our community 
is ready to extend the warm hospitality for which we are known.

During your time here, I encourage you to experience the richness and diversity of our city. Explore lively 
cultural districts like Downtown’s Washington Avenue, the Central West End’s celebrated dining scene, or 
South Grand’s international flavors. Take in a performance in our Grand Center Arts District or stroll the 
historic streets of Lafayette Square.

No visit to St. Louis is complete without time in Forest Park, one of the largest urban parks in the country. 
There, you’ll discover world-class attractions including the Saint Louis Zoo, Saint Louis Art Museum, Missouri 
History Museum, and Saint Louis Science Center – all offering unforgettable experiences. Beyond the park, 
you may enjoy the Museum of Transportation, Laumeier Sculpture Park, and countless other attractions that 
highlight the spirit of innovation and creativity in our city.

We hope you enjoy a successful and inspiring convocation, as well as a memorable stay in St. Louis. Thank 
you for being here, and we look forward to welcoming you back again in the future.

Sincerely,

Brad Dean
President & CEO
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CONCORDIA
UNIVERSITY
CHICAGO
An institution of the
Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod Stand tall with one of the 

most affordable pathways  
for students in church 

professional programs across  
the Concordia University 

System. APPLY TODAY!
CUCHICAGO.EDU

church professional guarantee

prepared 
to serve: 

MAXIMUM TUITION:

$5,000
PER YEAR, INCLUDING 

ALL MANDATORY FEES!
External scholarships can be 

stacked for additional savings.
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Main Events
Wednesday, October 1, 2025
9:00-4:30	 LEA Global Symposium

Thursday, October 2, 2025
8:00-4:00	 Check-In

10:00-1:00	 Exhibit Hall open

1:00-2:30	 Opening Gathering  
Sponsored by Concordia 
Publishing House

2:30-6:00	 Exhibit Hall open

3:00-4:00	 Sectionals A

4:30-6:00	 Reception in Exhibit Hall

6:00-8:00	 Banquet and Entertainment  
featuring comedian  
Mike Goodwin

Friday, October 3, 2025
6:30-7:00	 Wake Up and Move

8:00-11:00	 Check-In

8:30-10:00	 Keynote: Tim Elmore 
Sponsored by Principal 
360-Powered by CLEF

10:30-11:30	 Sectionals B

10:30-6:30	 Exhibit Hall open

11:30-1:00	 Lunch options,  
Exhibit Hall time

1:00-2:00	 Sectionals C

2:30-3:30	 Sectionals D

4:00-5:00	 Sectionals E

5:00-6:30	 Reception in Exhibit Hall

6:30	 “Meet Me in St. Louis”  
Food and Festivities 
Sponsored by Concordia 
University System and 
Lutheran Hour Ministries

Saturday, October 4, 2025
6:30-7:00	 Wake Up and Move

8:30-9:30	 Featured Speakers 
Sectionals F

10:00-11:30	 Closing Event: 
Keynote: Gerry Brooks 
Sending Worship 

All events are at America’s Center.
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Inspire change and transform lives with Heifer 
International. Through our faith-based programs 
and free resources, your school or church will 
join our shared mission to end hunger and 
poverty. Visit Heifer.org/Faith to learn more.

Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for you.

MATTHEW 17:20

FAITH CAN MOVE MOUNTAINS ... 
AND END WORLD HUNGER

https://www.heifer.org/what-you-can-do/get-involved/faith/index.html%3Fmsource%3DFEFSX21FI0001%26utm_source%3Dvanity%26utm_medium%3Dvanity_email%26utm_campaign%3DINCM_Conference%26utm_content%3Dfaith%26utm_term%3DFEFSX21FI0001
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Special 
Features
Wake Up and Move
Start your day with a group morning run/
walk on Friday and Saturday, October 3 
and 4, from 6:30–7:00 a.m. There will be 
three pace options on Friday and two 
on Saturday. The distance of each route 
will be approximately 1.5 miles, so please 
bring suitable shoes and exercise clothing. 
Concordia Plans is sponsoring this and 
will draw one name each morning to win 
a $50 Visa Gift Card. Meet in the lobby of 
the America’s Center.

Jazzercise
Do you love movin’ and groovin’ and 
staying in shape? Join our certified 
Jazzercise instructor at the America’s 
Center for free classes. The 30-minute 
classes on Friday and Saturday begin at 
6:30 a.m.

LEA Central
Looking for free popcorn? Wanting to take 
a selfie or group photo? Need a comfy 
place to rest your feet? You can find this 
and much more in the LEA Central area 
in the Exhibit Hall. Here, you can learn 
about all the resources LEA provides to 
its members to enhance your ministries. 
It’s also where you will meet some of your 
LEA staff and board members.

TEC21 Playground
A dynamic space for educators eager 
to explore relevant educational tech 
applications, devices, resources, and 
activities with expert TEC21 facilitators. 
Engage in hands-on experiences and 
inspiring conversations with like-minded 
peers. Share ideas, discover innovative 
tools, and take part in the Canva and AI 
mini-workshop located in the heart of 
the playground. Step into this interactive 
playground and leave with fresh insights 
to take back to your classroom!

Meet Me in St. Louis
Experience a new event on Friday 
evening! Connect with old friends and 
new ones at Meet Me in St. Louis. Join us 
for amazing food, drinks, and fun! Come 
anytime between 6:30 and 8:30 p.m. This 
event is sponsored by the Concordia 
Universities of Chicago, Irvine, Nebraska, 
St. Paul, and Wisconsin/Ann Arbor, as well 
as Lutheran Hour Ministries. A credit card 
bar will be available during this event. 
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Keynote Speakers

 

Dr. Tim Elmore
Founder and president of Growing 
Leaders. Through Growing Leaders, 
Elmore and his team equips students, 
educators, and young professionals 
around the world to become life-giving 
leaders.

Gerry Brooks 
Brooks has been an educator for 20 years. 
After using humorous videos to encourage 
his staff, Brooks has become a nationally 
known encourager for teachers.

Speakers 
& Leaders

Banquet Entertainment

Mike Goodwin 
Mike Goodwin is a Christian comedian, 
speaker, and humor coach. His signature 
bowtie represents his expectation-
defying brand of comedy that leaves a 
variety of audiences laughing hysterically.
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Worship Preacher
&Main Event Host
Rev. Ryan Peterson 
Concordia University,  
St. Paul, Minn.

Main Event Host
Laura Piel 
Trinity Lutheran School,  
Roselle, Ill.

Music Coordinator
Adam Countryman
Countryman Consulting,  
Houston, Tex.

Convocation  
Chaplain
Rev. Gabe Kasper 
University Lutheran Chapel,  
Ann Arbor, Mich.

CALLED TO TEACH.
EQUIPPED TO LEAD. 
From your first class to your Doctorate—CSP has you covered. 
With 20+ programs in our College of Education, see how CSP 
can meet your needs.

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
INCLUDING:

Scan this code to
view all programs

Lutheran Classroom Teacher
(LCMS Certification)

BA Elementary Education

BA Secondary Education

Trauma and Resilience in
Educational Settings
Differentiated Instruction

Educational Specialist          
Degree (EdS)

Doctorate in Education     
(EdD)

And more!



10	 together      LEA Convocation 2025 

ChrlstlanChrlstlanChrlstlanChrlstlanChrlstlanChrlstlanChrlstlanTM

A K–5 Music Curriculum for 
Faith-Based Schools

Engage with music through a biblical lens, making 
meaningful connections between music and God’s world!Why Choose QuaverChristian?

 ˁ Proven Impact — A leader in music education, 
serving over 10 million students.

 ˁ Biblically Integrated — Rooted in biblical 
principles.

 ˁ Comprehensive — A full year of Bible-based 
music lessons.

 ˁ Accessible — Spanish-language options and 
accessible features.

Ready to inspire and educate 
your students? 
Learn more or try it for yourself at  
QuaverEd.com/Christian.

Created in Collaboration with a Team of Biblical 
Scholars
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PreConvocation 
Events
Wednesday,  
October 1, 2025
LEA Global Symposium
9:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Room 130

Join Lutheran education colleagues from 
around the world for a day of exploration, 
education, and inspiration as we consider 
the many models, challenges, and 
opportunities for Christian education in 
a Lutheran context available in today’s 
diverse and changing global settings.

Morning: Spiritual Conversations  
with the Open Generation:  
Opportunities and Strategies 

Presented by Staff of  
Lutheran Hour Ministries

Afternoon: Presentations about exciting 
things happening in Lutheran education 
around the world

Grow-a-Teacher
9:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m. 
Room 132

More than 75 Lutheran education 
students from six Concordia University 
campuses will gather for a special LEA-
hosted gathering of learning, fellowship, 
and spiritual growth. All Convocation 
attendees will enjoy the full participation 
of all students in the entire three-day 
event.

Thursday,  
October 2, 2025
Center for Urban Education 
Ministries
10:00–11:30 a.m. 
Room 132

“You Belong! Fostering a Sense 
of Belonging in All Students”
Jessica Raba, Long Island Lutheran 
Administrator, will lead this engaging 
workshop that will provide participants 
with key takeaways to create true 
belonging in all students. Creating 
a sense of belonging in students is 
essential for their emotional well-being, 
academic success, and overall school 
experience. Dr. Steve Gerner, 
Executive Director of The Center for 
Urban Education Ministries (www.
cuemnational.org), will assist with this 
presentation, adding insights to this 
vital topic. This workshop will offer many 
opportunities for participants to engage 
in small group discussions and dynamic 
activities.

Come join us to enjoy breakfast and a 
collective learning experience.
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Sectionals
nA 	 Thursday, October 2    n    3:00-4:00 p.m.
Presenter	 Title	 Room

Kendra Gilmore      	 10 Tips for Marketing Your School	 222

Allyson Bohlmann      	 25 Games for Your Curriculum	 131

Amy Stradtmann, 	 Adapting Curriculum for English Language Learners	 105 
	 Vicki Anderson

Kaitlyn Miller      	 Authentic Assessment: Real-World Learning	 224

Kathy L’Heureux      	 Building Emotional Resilience in Our Youth	 228

Cecelia Bosma      	 Classroom Management: Engage Every Student	 223

Crystal Zahn, Lisa Fickau	 Empowering Middle School Readers	 130

Charlotte Johnson      	 Flexible Instructional Model: Read Above Grade-Level	 120

Heidi Sue McCormick       	 From School Musicals, to Class Plays to...	 225

Barbara Doyle      	 Informative Communication Tactics	 124

Mark Hoehner      	 Inspiring Students for ”Religion Class”	 123

Joan Tietz      	 KId Lit and Art Connections	 229

Kevin Rudzinski, 	 Leading an Immersive Ecology Experience	 104 
	 Matt Nieman

Gayle Renken      	 Literacy Standards: Play-based Experiences & Provocations	221

Dave Kuschel      	 Map the Introductory Experience for Prospective Families	 103

Cindy Sperry, 	 Outdoor Play—Every Day	 220 
	 Leann DeWitt

Chelsea Adams      	 Preparing Student-Led Chapel Services	 242

David Saunders      	 Sharing the Gospel Role-Play	 111

Laura Collins      	 Strategies for English Language Learners	 126

Mike Schiemann      	 Success in Ministry—Plan on it!	 125

Kathy Bahn, Karen Blank	 Take and Use Successful Classroom Activities	 132

Leah Bromen      	 Teaching from Rest	 100
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Experience You Can Trust 25+ years securing critical sectors like 
education and finance.

No IT department? No problem. Our team 
offers support and 24/7 protection and 
peace of mind.

We collaborate closely with your team to 
solve your school’s unique challenges.

Top-Tier Managed Services

A Partner, Not Just a Provider

Partner with the cybersecurity experts trusted by educational institutions nationwide.
info@techguardsecurity.com   |   techguard.com  |  636.489.223o

Our Services

Why TechGuard?

Let’s Secure Your Campus

Core Risk Assessments
Vulnerability Assessment

Incident Response Tabletop Exercises

Cybersecurity Awareness 
Training and Phishing

Email Security
Content Filtering

Endpoint Security

Penetration Testing

K-12, colleges, and universities are prime targets for cyberattacks — yet 
many lack the internal resources to manage cybersecurity effectively. 

That’s where TechGuard comes in. With 25+ years of experience and best-
in-class managed services, we act as an extension of your team, keeping 

your systems safe, compliant, and ahead of today’s threats.

CYBERSECURITY DESIGNED FOR EDUCATION
Implement advanced cybersecurity controls to safeguard student, 
staff, and insitutional data - without the need for a large IT team.

ShepherdsCanyonRetreat.org

Helping educators, ministry 
workers, and spouses reclaim 

the joy of life and ministry!

GET HOOKED ON
MARINE
SCIENCE!

 
VISIT MARINELAB.ORG 

 KEY LARGO, FLORIDA

WANT TO DIVE DEEPER?

BOOST ENROLLMENT

Our schools have seen an average 30% enrollment 
growth with our enrollment marketing strategies.

STAND OUT ONLINE WITH A CUSTOM WEBSITE

Ditch your templated site. Our team delivers custom 
websites fully built from the ground-up - with no 
renewal fees. 

ELEVATE YOUR SCHOOL’S BRAND

From signage to branding, we come 
alongside your school to tell your 
story in powerful, engaging ways.

LEAD WITH CONFIDENCE

Gain expert guidance in 
leadership, marketing, and 
advancement to grow your 
school’s impact.

VISIT BOOTH 524 TO FIND 
YOUR TAILORED SOLUTION

EQUIPPING 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
TO GROW & THRIVE

legacycreativeusa.com 
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Sectionals, continued
Jackquelyn Veith      	 Teaching Like a Classical Lutheran Educator	 127

Naomi Vogt      	 Technology Routines and Best Practices in EC	 241

Phillip Wilke, 	 The Benefits of Athletics for Students 	 101 
	 Christian Wilke

Brian Becker      	 Three Ways to Strengthen Culture	 227

Wayne Forward      	 Transforming Conflict, Growing Peacemakers for Life	 230

Michaela Harper, 	 Two for One Deal: Team-Teaching	 121 
	 Kari Williams

Trip Rodgers      	 Understanding Students with Trauma 	 231

Tanya Calendo      	 United in Coming Alongside Families	 122

Brian Page      	 Using Retirement Benefits to Recruit and Retain Workers	 106

Ashley Kelley      	 Using Scripture in Project Based Learing	 232

Melissa Bergholt, 	 Welcoming Diversity Within the School	 240 
	 Kristin Woods

John Pfeifer      	 Word Attack Skills are Easy	 226

Jim Scriven      	 Your Governing Board and You	 102

nB 	 Friday, October 3    n    10:30-11:30 a.m.			 
Presenter	 Title	 Room	

Laura Piel      	 A Consistent Writing Program Across Grade Levels	 221

Angela Shirley      	 Approaching Difficult Conversations with Courage	 228

Jessica Albers      	 Best Practices in K-8 Admissions	 232

Benjamin Cooper      	 Biblical Sustainability—Your Newest Elective	 104

Gretchen Huesmann      	 Bringing Bible Stories to Life	 131

Sara Kuper, Angie Redeker	 Celebrate with STEM	 242

Kara Bratton, 	 Christ-Centered Mental Health for Adolescents	 225 
	 Belinda Karge

Catherine Deddens      	 Cultivating Intrinsic Motivation in Your Students	 127

Beth Pester      	 Develop a Dual Credit High School Program	 126
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Keith Kerschen      	 Engagement Activities for Middle/Secondary Mathematics	 222

Andy Wolfe      	 Flourishing Leaders, Flourishing Schools	 241

David Hasseldahl      	 Fun, Effective and Practical Classroom Activities	 229

Dian Schlichtmann      	 God’s Story: ALIVE and ACTIVE	 132

Cari Chittick      	 Gospel Accessibility: Barrier Busters	 111

Mary Laesch      	 Identity, Sex, and God’s Design	 224

Tanya Johnson      	 I’m Teaching What?	 105

Travis Grulke      	 Leadership Development through Children’s Literature	 123

Tammy Foster      	 Loose Parts: Promoting Learning	 226

Cathy Tooley      	 Mastering Classroom Walk-Throughs 	 227

Christopher Mizel      	 Meet Them Where They Are	 130

David Black      	 Navigating AI: Ethical, Theological, Educational, 	 223 
			   and Practical Questions	

Rebecca Sugden      	 Power Tools for Learning	 231

Cindy Quinlan      	 Raising Rigor with the 2RS 	 102

Bernard Bull      	 Seeking the Next Generation of Lutheran Higher Education 	 101		
			            Scholars, Leaders, and Innovators	

Julie Dueker      	 Sharing Christ in Your Community	 100

Brian Loesel      	 Sports and Faith	 124

Lorinda Sankey      	 Staying Together: Retaining Our Teachers	 103

Alan Runge      	 Strategic Enrollment Management	 125

Michelle Bauman      	 Teaching Kids 4 LIFE!	 121

Aaron Dickerson      	 The Blessing and Challenges of Urban Ministry	 240

Kelly Menke      	 Understanding Your CHP Wellness Benefits	 230

Jerrita Staehr      	 What a Novel Idea!	 120

Joel Wahlers      	 Working with Today’s Parents	 220

Sectionals, continued
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nC 	     Friday, October 3    n    1:00-2:00 p.m.		
Presenter	 Title	 Room	

Julian Petzold      	 Best Practices in School Safety	 232

Jessica Schroeder, 	 But I Don’t Have Time	 131 
	 Barbara Reinders

Jane Klammer      	 Christian Art and Faith	 105

Lorinda Sankey      	 Christian Habits, Day by Day	 103

Megan Turmel      	 Creating Connections through Singing Games	 130

Catherine Deddens      	 Cultivating Distinctive Lutheran Education	 127

Matthew Mueller      	 Empowering Students with Competitive Robotics	 123

Sara Mulso      	 EOS Strategies for Success 	 230

Brad Alles      	 Faith Integration Strategies	 242

Kara Bratton, 	 Fostering Student Self-Regulation with	 225 
	 Linda Hensel	

Brian Dahlke      	 Harnessing the TPACK Model: 	 124 
			   The Art of Technology Integration	

Cindy Quinlan      	 Is Your History Class ADA Compliant?  	 126

Bernard Bull      	 Launching the First Lutheran School on Mars	 101

Matthew Bergholt      	 Leading Effective Change in Your Ministry	 241

Randy Asburry      	 Living as Exiles in 21st Century America	 224

John Graf, Eric Larsen	 Make your Best Practices Better with AI	 223

Thomas Johnson      	 Making Lifelong Musicians	 120

Sharon Wallace      	 Marketing the Lutheran School	 226

Karen Merritt      	 Mental Health and Self Care	 102

Jenna Lane      	 Microlearning for the Middle Grades	 228

J Boyd, Paul Wilke	 Movement, Exercise, the Brain, and Learning	 220

Rayanne Woodruff      	 Neuroeducational Issues for General Educators: 	 221 
			   Anxiety, Polyvagal Theory, and Executive Function	
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Andrea Lohman      	 Play-Based Learning 	 222

Lisa Clark, Mark Sengele	 Prep Class for Confirmation	 111

Michelle Bauman      	 Preparing for Conversations about Gender	 121

Gretchen Huesmann      	 Problem Solving in the Early Childhood Classroom	 229

Julianna Shults, 	 Seven Practices of Healthy Youth Ministry 	 125 
	 Mark Kiessling

Aric Fenske      	 Sex Ed? How About Spiritual Formation?	 106

Benjamin Stellwagen      	 Spiritual and Emotional Care: One School’s Approach	 231

Ian Sutherland, 	 Spiritual Cognitive Apprenticeship	 104 
	 Doug Grove	

Cheryl Haun      	 Spiritual Nurture in the Lutheran Early Childhood 	 132 
			   Classroom	

Patti Garibay      	 The Hidden Epidemic: How to Help Girls Overcome	 227 
			   Loneliness

Steve Gerner      	 Today’s Four Best Classroom Management Strategies	 240

Julie Dueker      	 Using Sign Language in Teaching	 100

Ashley Bayless      	 Who Can Reach Gen Z with the Gospel?	 122

nD     Friday, October 3    n    2:30-3:30 p.m.			 
Presenter	 Title	 Room

B. J. Wiemer, 	 Accommodating the Different Learner	 131 
	 Karen Wittmayer

Lisa Siegfried      	 Across the Grades Arcade	 231

Vicki Anderson      	 Alternative Assessments that Benefit Students	 230

Shanna Opfer      	 Best Practices for Classroom LEADership	 125

Lukas Bickel      	 Bring PAX (Peace) to Your Youth Activities	 126

Julia Habrecht      	 Building a Classical Lutheran Ethos	 127

Anna Davis, 	 Building Thinking Classrooms in Math	 242 
	 Susan Frerking

Sectionals, continued
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Steve Gerner      	 Connect and Grow	 240

Joel Klammer      	 Cool Science on a Shoe-String Budget!	 105

Sarah Lorenz, Sara Buckley	Creating a Trauma Informed Classroom	 225

Christopher Gieschen      	 Creation Apologetics is a Must!	 120

Jim Pingel      	 Executive Presence	 221

Pete Jurchen      	 Faith Formation with Faculty and Staff	 222

Sara Clemm	 Faith Through Friendships	 227 
	 von Hohenberg

Rachel Hahn      	 Faith, Art, and Music	 130

Eun Chu Kim, Eugene Kim	 Faithfulness in the Age of Generative AI	 223

Doug Braun, 	 Five (-ish) Tools to Use in the Classroom	 132 
	 Matt Montney

Janelle Hendricks      	 Get to Know Two Year Olds	 224

Meghan Sleezer      	 Guess Who? in the Math Classroom	 102

Rebecca Schaffer      	 Incorporating Student-led Chapels	 241

Karen Merritt, Joy Roberts	 Meaningful Conversations with Kids 	 123

Lisa Baermann      	 Missions—More than Trips: Equipping Students to Be 	 104		
			          the Hands and Feet of Jesus	

Zeffie Woods      	 Process-Based K-3 Writing Strategies	 229

Glenn Rollins,  	 SAS Church Worker Recruitment Curriculum Best Practices	 121 
	 James Baneck

Christina Roberts      	 Spiritual Formation through Core Hymnody	 103

Jenny Stollenwerk      	 Success with Non-compliant Students	 228

Sam Eatherton, 	 Teaching Children to Sing Beautifully	 100 
	 Lois Eatherton

Vanessa Ueltzen       	 Teaching Engineering on a Budget	 124

Aric Fenske      	 Teaching Sanctity of Life Without Talking About Abortion	 106

Anne Thies, 	 Thriving in the First Years of Teaching	 226 
	 Amy Stradtmann
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Ashley Bayless      	 Travel the World with Gospel Adventures	 122

Chad Janetzke      	 What are We Even Doing?	 232

Mary Schuldheisz, 	 WORD Bugs	 220 
	 Natasha Schuldheisz

Dee Leible      	 Youth Coding for All (STEAM)	 101

nE 	 Friday, October 3    n    4:00-5:00 p.m.	 		
Presenter	 Title	 Room	

Mark Ruark, Missy Adams	 #TheSaxonyWay	 124

David-Paul Zimmerman      	Blindsided by AI: NOT!	 225

Meghan Vogel      	 Bridge Builders	 226

Shanna Opfer      	 Cultivating Authenticity in Social Studies 	 125 
			   Through Primary Sources	

Nicole Muth      	 Cultivating Critical Thinking in the Age of AI	 223

Michael Arnold      	 Curriculum Mapping: Critical to School Culture	 231

Anne Thies, Jared Stiek	 Developing a School-Wide Curriculum Map	 224

Rob Lunak      	 Effective Meetings: Lessons from the CIA	 232

Paul Endorf      	 Financial Wellness for All Ages	 103

Eric Hipple      	 Folk Dance Meet & Greet	 120

Mary Schuldheisz, 	 Gym Fun	 220 
	 Carol Rose

Laura Busse      	 Interventions, Accommodations, and Modifications—Oh My!	 222

Deborah Gebhardt, 	 Learning to Teach from Cop Shows	 100 
	 Lois Eatherton

Chad Eckels      	 Lutheran Distinctive Core Values	 105

Andrea Johnson, 	 Math Projects for Middle School	 227 
	 Michael  Zeddies

Nancy Radloff      	 Meaningful Interactions with God’s Word	 132

Sectionals, continued
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Kara Meyer, 	 Middle Grade Lit for a Lutheran Classroom	 228 
	 Heather Meyer	

Tina Kassebaum      	 Motivating and Engaging Diverse Leaners	 130

Matt Hoehner      	 Multiplying Mission with Microschools	 240

Trisha DePasquale      	 Passport Adventures for Children 	 221

Bill Becker      	 Planning Your Own Class Trip 	 123

Dee Leible      	 Real Life Math with Finances 	 101

Susan Frerking, 	 Responsive Teaching, Learning and Leading	 242 
	 Gayle Renken

Kevin Brockberg      	 School-Wide Discipline: Humming on All Eight Cylinderss	 104

Benjamin Boche      	 Science of Reading	 229

Amy Klein      	 Setting You Up for Success in Retirement	 241

Tracie Salgado      	 SPED: Working Together for Students	 121

B.J. Wiemer      	 Syllable Savvy	 131

Amy Stradtmann      	 Teaching Inferencing in the Classroom	 230

Thomas Wrege      	 Team Communication Dynamics: Creating Focus or Failure	 106

Meghan Sleezer      	 Think on Your Feet!	 102

Mark Rockenbach, 	 Unforgivable? 	 126 
	 Ted Kober

Richard Cohrs      	 Welcome to the Family 	 122

Barbra Kozisek	 What is Classical Lutheran Education?	 127
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Proud sponsor of Dr. Tim Elmore, LEA keynote speaker and
guest instructor for an exclusive Principal 360 Master Class.

 

Shape the Future of Lutheran Education!
Become a Visionary Educational Thought Leader.

Join a thriving network of principals from across the country.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
Contact Membership@principal360.net to begin your journey!
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nF 	 Saturday, October 4    n    8:30-9:30 a.m.

			 
Dr. Bernard Bull

President, Concordia 
University Nebraska, 
Seward, Neb.

Lutheran Education Back to the Future: 
10 Practices from the Past that Offer 
a Compelling Vision for the Future of 
Teaching and Learning

Rooms 240-241-242

Dr. Drew Gerdes

Assistant Professor of 
Education, Concordia 
University Nebraska, 
Seward, Neb. 

What Fred Said: The Power  
of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood

Rooms 223-224-225-226

Rev. Dr. Mark 
Rockenbach

Professor of Practical 
Theology, Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.

How to Address Gender Identity in 
Lutheran Education

Room 232

Rev. Chris Singer

President and CEO, 
Lutheran Church 
Charities, Northbrook, Ill.

Trauma in the Classroom

Rooms 230-231

Jennie Williamson

Christian Recording 
Artist and Co-Founder of 
AriSon Records, AriSon 
Records, Frohna, Mo.

Jennie Williamson Performs LIVE and 
Releases GOD IS GREAT! 8

Rooms 130-131-132

Rev. Dr. Michael Ziegler

Speaker of the Lutheran 
Hour, Lutheran Hour 
Ministries, St. Louis, Mo.

Does the Catechism Even Matter? Knowing 
God and Being Known in the 21st Century

Room 222	

Featured Speakers
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Marriott St. Louis Grand Hotel
800 Washington Ave.
St. Louis, MO  63101
(314) 621-9600
 
Courtyard by Marriott Downtown Convention Hotel
823-827 Washington Ave,
St. Louis, MO 63101
(314) 231-7560
 
Holiday Inn St. Louis Downtown The Arch Convention Hotel
811 N. 9th St.
St. Louis, MO 63101
(314) 421-4000
 
Embassy Suites St. Louis Downtown
610 N. 7th
St. Louis, MO 63101
(314) 269-5900
 
Pear Tree Inn—Convention Center
711 N. Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63102
(314) 231-8100
 
The Magnolia Hotel
421 N. 8th St.
St. Louis, MO 63101
(314) 436-9000
 
Hampton Inn St. Louis DT Gateway Arch
333 Washington Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63102
(314) 621-7900
 
Hotel Indigo
501 Olive St.
St. Louis, MO 63101
(314) 732-4334

Hotel Names and Addresses
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Floor Plans
America’s Center

Level 1
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Level 2
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Floor Plans
Exhibit Hall

Exhibit Hours
Thursday, October 2
10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
2:30–6:00 p.m.		
Reception: 4:30-6:00 p.m.	

Friday, October 3
10:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m.	
Reception: 5:00–6:30 p.m.
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Sponsors 
		  for the 2025 LEA Convocation

Platinum Sponsors

Concordia Plan Services

Concordia Publishing House

Concordia University System

Lutheran Church Extension Fund

Principal 360 – Powered by CLEF

Gold Sponsors

4imprint

Creative Communications for the Parish

Herzog Foundation

Lutheran Foundation of St. Louis

Lutheran Hour Ministries
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Exhibitors 
Exhibitor Company Name	 Booth
410 Creative	 817
4imprint		  401
A Reason For	 527
Abeka			  500
Advent Tech, Inc.	 624
Ag in the Classroom	 821
Agnus Dei Liturgical Arts	 910
American Heart Association—Kids Heart Challenge	 816
American Heritage Girls, Inc.	 617
AriSon Records / Jennie Williamson	 601
Atlas Curriculum Management	 503
BJU Press	 414
Blick Art Materials	 715
Blue Ribbon Book Fairs	 823
Camp Wartburg for NLOMA	 911
Christian Olive Art	 726
CKC Media LLC	 317
Classical Consultants	 810
Concordia Plan Services	 701
Concordia Publishing House	 801
Concordia University Chicago	 201
Concordia University Irvine	 201
Concordia University Nebraska	 201
Concordia University St. Paul	 201
Concordia University Texas	 600
Concordia University Wisconsin and Ann Arbor	 201
Creative Communications for the Parish / Bayard	 509
CUEnet		  303
DAST Consulting	 427
Dordt University	 700
Dot the i		  704
Easy Grammar Systems	 526
E-Singapore Math	 402
Genesis Virtual Academy	 327
Grand Canyon University	 819
Heifer Project International	 501
Hemisphere Educational Travel	 603
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Herzog Foundation	 425
Kenwood/WS Communications	 913
Kloria Publishing LLC	 909
Lamp Ministry Inc.	 301
LBAA			   826
LCMS Foundation	 811
LCMS International Schools	 400
LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces	 627
LCMS School Ministry and LCMS Youth Ministry	 621
Legacy Creative	 524
LEGO Education	 602
Lion Safety Consulting	 626
Lutheran Bible Translators	 822
Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty	 615
Lutheran Church Charities	 420
Lutheran Church Extension Fund	 609
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod: 
	 Office of National Mission and  
	 Office of International Mission	 721
Lutheran Federal Credit Union	 709
Lutheran Heritage Foundation	 717
Lutheran Hour Ministries	 309
Lutheran Special Education Ministries	 505
MarineLab	 727
Mission of Christ Network	 827
MySchoolWorx	 525
Nancy Larson Science	 407
PeaceWise	 604
Phil’s Friends	 719
Principal 360 Powered by CLEF	 605
QuaverEd	 305
Sadlier		  818
School Tours of America	 815
Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat	 315
TechGuard Security LLC	 426
The Lutheran Diaconal Association	 404
Tools for Success LLC	 702
Van Lunen Center	 714
VoWac Publishing Company	 808
WDS Construction Inc.	 716
Y4Life, Lutherans For Life	 608
Zulu Nyala Game Lodge	 711
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General 
Information

LCC K9 Comfort Dogs
Lutheran Church Charities comfort dogs 
are attending the convocation. You may 
meet them in the exhibit hall or see them 
on the premises.

Working with people in all situations, 
the LCC K9 Comfort Dogs have proven 
to be an incredible bridge to open 
communications and to comfort people 
in their time of need. The high standards 
and continuing education and training of 
both K9s and handlers continue to set the 
LCC K9 Comfort Dog organization apart.

Prayer and Care
The Upper Room
If you need some quiet time, The 
Upper Room located in Room 200 on 
the second floor is designed for you. It 
will feature chairs, pillows, blankets, 
devotional books, and Bibles to provide 
a comfortable space for you to rest and 
rejuvenate.

Care Team
We have a Missouri District Care Team 
member available to support you with 
confidential counsel and prayer during 
the convocation. To set a time to meet, 
message Rev. Marty Hasz, LPC at 573-979-
2791. Please include in your message that 
you are an LEA Convocation registrant.

	 Thursday, October 2, 1:00–6:00 p.m.
	 Friday, October 3, 10:00–5:00 p.m.

This is not professional counseling, but 
just an opportunity for conversation 
and prayer as you desire. This is open 
to anyone at the convocation. All 
conversations are completely confidential.

Chaplain
Rev. Gabe Kasper from University 
Lutheran Chapel in Ann Arbor, Mich., is 
serving as chaplain for the convocation. 
Please call 512-680-3648 if there is 
an immediate need for Rev. Kasper’s 
assistance.
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2025 LEA Convocation 
Mobile App
The 2025 LEA Convocation app is 
available for download to enhance your 
experience. You can plan your day with a 
personalized schedule, browse exhibitors, 
maps, and find general convocation 
information. The app is free. Download 
the ‘Guidebook’ application from the 
App Store. From this application, tap 
“Download Guides.” Enter “2025 LEA 
Convocation” in the search bar to find and 
download our guide. 

Check-In
Check-In hours are:
	 8:00–4:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 2
	 8:00–11:00 a.m. on Friday, October 3 

Check-In will take place at the 
Washington Street entrance.

Name Badges
Your name badge must always be worn. 
Your name badge and convocation bag 
may be picked up at Check-In, located at 
the Washington Street entrance.

Lost Name Badges
Replacement name badges are available 
at the Help Desk kiosk located at 
Washington Street entrance. 

Parking 
If you are staying at one of the 
convocation hotels, be sure to take 

advantage of special rates negotiated 
for Convocation attendees. If you are 
commuting to the Convocation each day, 
there are several public lots and garages 
available for parking.

Wi-Fi
Internet access is available throughout 
the America’s Center. You may either use 
your cellular service or access wifi using 
the following:

	 Network: Convo25

	 Password (case sensitive): Together

Lost and Found
Items can be taken to or retrieved at the 
LEA Office in Room 95.

Pre-Ordered Food  
and Food Allergies
If you pre-ordered lunches for Thursday 
or Friday, or need a card for food allergies 
for the banquet, please stop at the Food 
Kiosk at the Washington Street entrance 
to pick up your cards.

Evaluations
Please participate in the evaluation of 
the convocation. Sectional evaluations 
are available on the app. To evaluate the 
whole convocation, appropriate links via 
email, the LEA Convocation web page, and 
post-convocation weekly publications will 
be available to guide you.
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Offering 
This year’s opening worship offering will 
be used to support university students 
studying to be Lutheran educators 
through LEA’s Grow a Teacher program.

Speaker Check-In
Sectional speakers are asked to check in 
at the Speaker Kiosk at the Washington 
Street entrance.

Have Questions?
Please go to the LEA Office in Room 95.

Social Media Channels
Join the #LEAConvo Conversations!

Throughout the convocation, join the 
LEA community on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram. Dive into the #LEAConvo 
stream and share your voice. And yes, we 
are curious about what you are doing, 
who you are hanging out with, and what 
you are eating, so feel free to post that 
too.

Find Us:
www.facebook.com/LutheranEducation
Be sure to tag us (@LutheranEd) 
and add the hashtag #LEAConvo 
when contributing your pictures and 
convocation-related posts to your 
Facebook wall.

https://X.com/LutheranEd
The X conversation is easy to follow via 
#LEAConvo. We welcome your real-time 
convocation insights.

www.Instagram.com/LutheranED
Tag and follow #LEAConvo and show 
us your best “visual” experience at the 
convocation.

Photo and Video Disclaimer
An official photographer and video crew 
are on duty throughout the convocation. 
Their photographs and recorded images 
are the property of Lutheran Education 
Association and may be used during 
the convocation, for future publicity 
purposes, or for other products. 
Participants automatically accept this 
policy upon registration.

Emergencies 
In case of a medical or other emergency 
within the America’s Center: 

•	 n	 Call 314-342-5081 

•	 n	 State your Name, Location, and 		
	 Type of Emergency.

For family or personal emergencies only, 
LEA staff can be contacted at  
(636) 215-3236.

http://www.facebook..com/LutheranEducation
http://www.instagram.com/LutheranED
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LEA’ offers extensive and 
valuable member benefits!

■■ LEAconnects: Unlimited Access to 
all of LEA’s resources, current and 
archived, including our newest 
resources: Classroom Chapel Services 
and Christmas Worship Services

■■ Email Tips: Weekly “best of the web” 
educational tips geared toward your 
teaching level.

■■ Devotions: Weekly devotions are sent 
directly to member emails for personal 
and group use.

■■ WOW Videos: Words on Wednesday 
provides weekly encouragement and 
devotional thoughts from various 
church workers.

■■ Weekly Blog: LEAven, our weekly 
blog, discusses rising educational 
topics written by educators across the 
country.

■■ Podcasts: What Works for Me is our 
weekly podcast featuring teachers 
sharing tips, tricks, and strategies 
that work for them and their school.

LEA Member Benefits

■■ Lutheran Junior Honor Association: 
Recognize students who exercise 
leadership, servanthood, and 
discipleship while excelling at 
academics. Foster these qualities 
through service projects and other 
activities.

■■ Shaping the 
Future: Monthly 
publication 
featuring current 
educational 
topics.

■■ Discounts: 
Discounts on our 
Triennial Convocation as well as other 
LEA Conferences.

■■ Listservs: Ability to start or join 
private group email conversations 
concerning topics related to your 
ministry.

■■ Support: Lutheran Education 
Association links, equips, and affirms 
educators and workers in ministry for 
the purpose of building up the body of 
Christ.

Visit the LEA Website:  lea.org

Member benefits 
continue to 
change as LEA 
finds new ways 
to serve you.  

Visit the LEA Resource Site:   
https://leaconnects.lea.org

Update your membership information: 
https://lutheraneducationassociation.
growthzoneapp.com/MIC/Login

http://lea.org
http://lea.org/
https://leaconnects.lea.org/
https://leaconnects.lea.org/
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Inspire Young 
Hearts This 
Advent Season
Help nurture spiritual growth, spark 
meaningful conversations, and create 
unforgettable moments in your 
ministry with our engaging children’s 
devotionals, hands-on activities, and 
heartwarming Christmas programs.

Visit us at Booth #509 to explore our full collection!

Communications for the Parish

800.325.9414
creativecommunications.com

Katie_____ 
with  

4imprint  
2 years

Visit 4imprint.com/LEA 
or call 1-877-446-7746 

CERTAINTY
Promote with

Technology And more!Apparel Bags
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Christus Magister
2023	 Michael Oldenburg
2024	 Jim Scriven
2025	 Mary Scott

Distinguished Lutheran 
School Team Pastor
2024	 Ben Vogel
2025	 Caleb Adams

Distinguished Lutheran 
Early Childhood 
Administrator
2023	 Bev Gruenwald
2024	 Meghan Vogel
2025	 Judy Scriven

Distinguished 
Lutheran Elementary 
Administrator
2024	 Dawn Walker
2024	 Laura White
2025	 Sam Seefeld

Distinguished Lutheran 
Early Childhood Teacher
2023	 Naomi Vogt
2024	 Katrina Schroeder
2025	 Cheryl Witek

LEA Award Recipients 
2023-2025

Outstanding New 
Lutheran Early 
Childhood Teacher
2024	 Nicholle Blomenberg
2025	 Amanda Wilson

Distinguished Lutheran 
Elementary Teacher
2023	 Laura Hillman
2024	 Annie Ziegelbein
2025	 Mary Wert

Outstanding New 
Lutheran Elementary 
Teacher
2025	 Rebekah Symank

Distinguished Lutheran 
Middle School Teacher
2023	 Brenda Cox
2024	 Kevin Rudzinski
2025	 Dee Leible

Distinguished Lutheran 
Secondary Educator
2023	 Caleb Cain
2024	 Erik Malm
2025	 Sarah Driscoll

Outstanding New 
Lutheran Secondary 
Educator
2024	 Callie Gudmundson
2025	 Isaac Weander

Distinguished Retired 
Lutheran Educator
2023	 John Schultz
2024	 Don Gillingham
2025	 John Maas

Distinguished 
International Teacher
2024	 Kwadwo Gyamfi

Distinguished Parish 
Educator
2023	 Karen Dutton

Leader in Outreach
2025	 Kris Schuldt

Esther Award 
2023	 Marilyn Fahrmann
2024	 Joshua Rempfer
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Special Thanks
Production Coordination 
for Worship and Plenary 
Events 
Leah Abel

Music Coordinator  
Adam Countryman

Main Event Hosts 
Ryan Peterson 
Laura Piel

Exhibit Manager 
Bobby Bergeron 

Registration 
Arrowhead Conference 
and Events

Video Production 
Phil Grimpo and  
Inspirmedia Video 
Production

Processional Cross 
Creator  
Jerry Foster

Photographers 
Kris Bueltmann 
Kati Gaschler 

Office Assistants 
Jerry Foster 
Matthew Gerhardt  
Rachel Gerhardt

Missouri District Office 
Staff  
Sue Thompson

Music Groups 
Concordia Seminary 
Children’s Choir 
St. Louis, MO 
Lois Eatherton, director

Lutheran HS South  
Wind Symphony,  
St. Louis, MO 
Matt Janssen, director 

Joint Lutheran HS Choir of 
the Greater St. Louis Area 
Kurt von Kampen, director 
Seward, NE

Participating Schools: 
Lutheran HS South 
St. Louis, MO 
Bryan Miller, director

Lutheran North  
Middle and HS 
St. Louis, MO 
Laura Hanson, director

Lutheran HS St. Charles 
St. Charles, MO 
Brian Scheller, director 

Metro East Lutheran HS, 
Edwardsville, IL 
Joseph Meador, director

TEC21 Playground 
Planning Team
Brian Dahlke  
Lutheran HS, Indianapolis, 
IN

Brent Dieckhoff  
TEC21 Education Services, 
Seward, NE

Dennis Grice  
Faith Lutheran Middle & 
HS, Las Vegas, NV

Rob Jacklin  
Lutheran North Middle & 
HS, St. Louis, MO

Mike Kratzer  
TEC21 Education Services, 
St. Louis, MO

Dee Leible  
Christ Community 
Lutheran, Kirkwood, MO

Sue Lilienthal  
St. Paul Lutheran, Stevens 
Point, WI

Kathy Maske  
Good Shepherd Lutheran, 
Collinsville, IL

Corey Nelson 
Rochester Central 
Lutheran, Rochester, IL

Lisa Siegfried  
St. Paul Lutheran, 
Catonsville, MD

Jerrita Staehr 
Concordia University Neb., 
Seward, NE

Laura Ullman 
Trinity Lutheran, 
Davenport, IA
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Steering Committee
Leah Abel 
Littleton, CO 

David Black 
Parker, CO

Esther Edwards 
Satellite Beach, FL 

Drew Gerdes 
Seward, NE

Beth Kiessling 
Kirkwood, MO

Christina Nixon 
Olivette, MO

Laura Piel 
Roselle, IL

Michelle Simmons 
St. Charles, MO

Josh Swartz 
St. Louis, MO

Kevin Williams 
St. Louis, MO

LEA Board of Directors
Mike Schiemann, Chair 
Bend, OR 

Angie Schiller,  
Vice-Chair 
Austin, TX

Kelly Lamkin, Secretary 
Elk River, MN

Kathryn Baganz 
Hartland, WI

Gretchen Jameson 
Milwaukee, WI

Rob Lunak 
Milwaukee, WI

Dallas Lusk 
Houston, TX

Deryl Maxwell 
Orange, CA

Thomas Wrege 
Georgetown, TX

LEA Staff
Jonathan Laabs, Ed. D. 
Executive Director

Denise Rice 
Director of Educational 
Resources

Julie Klopke 
Director of Member 
Services

Paul Piel 
Technology Project 
Coordinator

Edward C. Grube, LL.D 
Editor Emeritus

Rachel Leininger 
Office Staff

Kathryn Brewer 
Graphic Designer
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01

02

Authentic Reflections of
Children’s Understands of

Faith and Bible Stories

Faith-Filled Family
Communications and

Connections

03

04

05

Seasons and Celebrations
of the Church Year

Climate and Culture of the
Early Childhood Classroom

Telling His Story: 
The Children Hear 
God’s Story with 
Wonder and Awe

Spiritual Nurture 
in the 

Lutheran Early Childhood 
Classroom Video Series

Created by Lutheran Education Association. 
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Supporting EducationTogeth�  in Faith
Lutheran Education is a long-standing tradition of the church. Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund (LCEF) is honored to support and serve our educators—together 
in faith.

At LCEF, our mission is simple yet powerful: The mission of Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund is to start, sustain and strengthen LCMS ministries through 
� nancial and strategic partnerships.

Thank you for the many young people you educate and guide academically and 
in the faith. LCEF is here for you—with many resources to care for your � nancial 
wellness—now and into the future.

Scan the QR code below to explore how LCEF is serving you.

Lutheran High School South
St. Louis, Mo.

lcef.org/LEA

800-843-5233 | lcef.org800-843-5233 | lcef.org

Stop by our booth to learn more, 
enjoy our giveaways or just to say hi. 

https://www.worldvision.org/ignite/
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SCAN HERE TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT M.ED. 

PROGRAM OFFERINGS. 

Grow your spiritual impact 
in the classroom with a 
Christ-centered M.Ed.

MASTER OF EDUCATION

$375 per credit hour for LEA attendees*
$100 OFF STANDARD RATE

*STANDARD RATE: $475 PER CREDIT HOUR

Lowest price of any Concordia

100%
ONLINE FORMAT

8-week 
COURSES

25_241

https://www.cuchicago.edu/admission-aid/

